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Amendments to the Claims: 

These claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (cuirently amended) A method for combining a data packet in a communication system, the 
method oomprioing th e st e ps of : 

receiving a transmission of said data packet to obtain a received packet; 

demodulating said received packet to be stored in a first storage mediimi; 

determining whether said received packet is a retransmitted packet by oxomining a 
m e dium aoooss oontrol (MAC) framo in soid reooivod pack e t and said otorod pockot according to 
at least one predetermined criterion : and[[,]] 

if so, combining said received packet with a previous packet stored in a second storage 
medium using a maximum ratio combining method. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the st^-ef determining whether said 
received packet is a retransmitted packet further comprises the otepg of: 

determining whether [[a]] corresponding length €eld fields of said received packet and 
said fit^^d previous p acket are the same; 

determining whether a retry bit field of said received packet is activated when the 
corresponding length field fields of said received packet and said stored previous packet are the 
same; and[[,]] 
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determining whether [[a]] corresponding sequence control field fields of said received 
packet and said Beefed previous p acket are the same when the retry bit field of said r^eived 
packet is activated. 

3. (cunrently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the st^^ determining whether said 
received packet is a retransmitted packet fiutha: comprises th e st e p of detemiining whether [[an]] 
corresponding a ddress fields of said received packet and said stered previous p acket are the 
same. 

4. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the step-ef combining the received 
packet with said previous packet is performed according to a signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) symbol 
of said received packet and said stored previous packet. 

5. (canceled) 

6. * (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the ot e p of combining said received 
packet with said stored packet is performed in an access point (AP). 

7. (currently amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the st^-ef combining said received 
packet with said stofed previous packet is performed in a mobile station in communication with 
saidAP. 
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8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherem the slep^ determining whether said 
received packet is a retransmitted packet further comprises tho Dtopo of ; 

determining whether [[a]] corresponding length field fields of said received packet and 
said previous packet are the same; 

detemiining whether a retry bit field of said received packet is activated when the 
corresponding l ength field fields of said received packet and said previous packet are (he same; 

determming whether [[an]] corresponding address field fields of said received packet and 
said previous packet are the same when the retry bit field of said received packet is activated; 
and[[.]] 

determining whether [[a]] corresponding sequence control field fields of said received 
packet and said previous packet are the same when the address field of said received packet and 
said previous packet are the same. 

9. (cinrently amended) A method for combining a data packet in a communication system, the 
method comprising the fitopo of : 

receiving and storing a transmission of said data packet in a first storage medium to 
obtain a received packet; 

extracting a physical layer convergence protocol (PLCP) and MAC header fit>m said 
received packet stored in ooid firot otorago medium ; 

comparing [[the]] coixesponding PLCP and MAC head» headers of said received data 
packet stor e d in soid firot Gtomgo medium and a previously received packet wifli error stored in a 
second storage medium to determine whether said received packet is a retransmitted packet; 
and[[,]] 
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if so, combining said received packet with said previous packet atorod in a Gocond stonigo - 
m e dium using a maximum ratio combining method. 

10. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the fitqp-ef combining the received 
packet with said previous packet is performed according to a signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) symbol 
of said received packet and said previous packet. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the step of determining whether said 
received packet is said retransmitted packet further comprises tho otop of determining whether 
[[an]] corresponding address fi e ld fields of said received packet and said previous packet are the 
same. 

12. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the st^-ef determining whether said 
received packet is said retransmitted packet fiirther comprises the otopo of : 

determining whether [[a]] corresponding length €eld fields of said received packet and 
said previous packet are the same; ' 

determining wheflier a retry bit field of said received packet is activated when the 
corresponding length field fields of said received packet and said previous packet are the same; 
and[[Jl 

determining whether [[a] J corresponding sequence control geld fields of said received 
packet and said previous packet are the same when the retry bit field of said received packet is 
activated. 
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13. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the fitop^ combining said received 
packet with said previous packet is performed in an access point (AP). 

14. (cuirently amended) The method of claim 13» wherein the 6tep-ef combining said received 
packet with said previous packet is performed in a mobile station in conmiunication with said 
AP. 



15. (currently amended) The method of claim 9, wherein the st^-^ determining whether said 
received packet is said retransmitted packet further comprises tho otopo of : 

determining whether [[a]] correspondinp length Seld fields of said received packet and 
said previous packet are the same; 

determining whether a retry bit field of said received packet is activated when the 
conresponding length field fields of said received packet and said previous packet are the same; 

determining whether [[an]] corresponding address field fields of said received packet and 
said previous packet are the same when the retry bit field of said received packet is activated; 
• and[[J] 

determining whether [[a]] corresponding sequence control fi^ fields of said received 
packet and said previous packet are the same when the address field of said received packet and 
said previous packet are the same. 

16. (currently amended) An apparatus for combining a data packet in a communication system, 
comprising: 



6 



PAGE 7/13 * RCVD AT 5/22/2006 1 1 :35:21 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:U8PTO-EFXRF^13 « DNI8:273830Q * C810 11201041 9343 " DURATION (mm^s):07-38 



05/22/2008 10:48 FAX 12019419343 



LIBERCHUK 



@08 



Serial No. 10/023,094 

a d e modulation moano demodulator for demodulating a transmission of said data packet 
to obtain a received packet; 

a first storage meafis for storing said received packet; 

a second storage means for storing a previous packet with error; end; 

a processor for determining whether said received packet is a retransmitted packet in 
response to said previous packet by comparing a modium aooo s s oontrol (MAC) firam e of said 
Tooeiv e d pack e t and ooid prevdous pack e t according to at least one predetermined criterion : 
aiid[[J] 

a combining moons an adder for combining adding said received packet wiA said 
previous packet when said at least one p redetermined ent^a criterion is satisfied. 

17. (currently amended) The ^paratus of claim 16, fiirther comprising at least one antenna for 
receiving the transmission of said data packet a nd said previous packet. 

18. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said e ombining moono adder uses a 
maximimi ratio combining method. 

19. (previously presented) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said maximum combining mediod 
is performed according to a signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) symbol of said received packet and said 
previous packet. 

20. (canceled) 
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21. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said processor further operates to 
determine that said received packet is a retransmitted packet when [[the]] corresponding length 
field fields of said MAC fram e for said received packet and said previous packet are the same. 

22. (cuirently amended) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said processor fiirther operates to 
detemiine that said received packet is said retransmitted packet when a retry bit field of said- 
MAC fi'om e for said received packet is activated. 

23. (cuirently amended) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said processor further operates to 
detemiine that said received packet is said retransmitted packet when [[anj] coircspondinp 
address field fields of said MAC fi-omo for said received packet and said previous packet are the 
same. 

24. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 16, wherein said processor further operates to 
determine that said received packet is said retransmitted packet when [[a]] ffoi^eRp onHmg 
sequence control field fields of said MAC frame for said received packet and said previous 
packet are the same. 

25. (new) The method of claim 1, wherein said at least one predetermined criterion is based on 
corresponding medium access control (MAC) frames of said received packet and said previous 
packet. 
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26. (new) The apparatus of claim 16» wherein said at least one predetermijied criterion is based 
on coiresponding medium access control (MAC) frames of said received packet and said 
previous packet. 
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